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ISSUES & IDEAS

B.C.’s intellectual capital as brand identity

Province can follow Austrullu 3 Iend in teposmomng ltself as @ world Ieuder in intellectual cupucnty

BY BERNIE BRESSLER

lot s been said lately about re-

woarch and development and the

rale of intellectual capital In our
conptny’s developenent. As w commodi-
ty-focused economy, exporting has
boen a vital part of our history, The
same is true for Australis, & couotry
that has made s concerted effort to
modify that landscape to reponition -
wif 4t & lender when it comes 10 educs-
thot and intellectual capital. This b part
of its lnternations) strstogy of brand

Here, we have yet to define our beand
Meutity. GIK Roper ranked Vincouver
1o 18th position after polling 10,000
mkinzomumﬁawm.doul oon-
surers’ tions about the reputa-
Hons of 60 cities worldwide, The con-
tradietion, however, is that Vancouver
is routinely among the top scorers
when it comes to standard and quality
of tving, and it is firmly situated oo the
intermational radar as the host city of
the 2010 Olympihe Winter Games. And
50, the question that keeps comieg up

& "Do we only want to be a global ity
-hu we win swards sod hoit events of
4o we want 10 be one by belng a deader
o the ghobal issaes that affoct us todxy
and st tomnorrow?”

These spaces, the ones surros:
beund identity and intellectual
are areas where not only Vancouver,
bat the province of British Columbia
el the country of Canada, ean let theis
colours shine. They can be filled by
Lome-grown talent in the flelds of fn-
vovation, research, science and tech-
nology, bat we've got to step up 1o the
<hallerge.

The Premier’'s Technology Council
Report concludes that RED invest-
meonts in B.C. kg behind the competi-
ton In Noeth Americs. BC's
tures in R&D fll behind the
Ky states of Washingtoo, Caomis sod
Muisschusetts when oom A oY
:::l g:l):; Tra N:;o areal-

application, our & 10 com-
pote In the global arena is hampered,
Weonre already playing catch-up,

Academics and start-up technology
ampanles require suppartive environ
ments. They've got ta be able to etfec-
tively link their research to commer-
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Voncouver Is recognized around the world for o number of things, but harnessing its intelloctual capocity for new developments ks not yet one of them.

clalization in the marketplace und, in

that. They aid
and bas-

Do, and they peomote intersction be-
tween fnnovators. | e
scarch parks have s critical role o
streogtheolng our provinee's knowl-
oommenity and that iess
born here can transform into global
omes, In fact, Cardiome Pharma Corp.,
i biatech company that uses office Aﬂd

Tabosats atour Technology
teeprive ?.:Sl.: 111 buildiveg at rhe Ilni
versity of B.C. campus, recently part-

nered with Merck & Co. Now, Car-
dioene = » Va drug de-
velopment company — can focus oa
bringisg new discoveries and medi-
cimen to patients aroond the workd asa
Canadiun inoowator; 2 Canadian brand,

Disoovery Parks” Bacilities, Jocated on
the cxmmpuses of five of the provinoes’
oducational institutions, provide more

Burnaby's most mhpmlmm:ﬁm«dul
Wa; exem
wmblr mtmmt h n-
nm,ﬂw v
and desige.
qu'pouud fnto the constraction of

Disocovery Green is denim pine, which
finds » use for the thousands of B.C,

than lnl low (om; :!d -
coenmuencial m facilities that are
mﬂmmmhmwe In Buro-
{ult “unveiled the ultimate
xmcn hull( ng ~ Discovery Green —
which adheres to the LEED Gold Stun-
dard of green bullding snd dovﬂo&
ment. Discovery Green is poised to

taln ploos that were otherwise
renderod unusable due to their de-
straction by the pine beetle.

Using less than balf the amount of
concrete by volume than a coavention-
ally constructed building, this research
facility is sotting an eco-conscious
ballding and design standard for the
future.

In October, Vancouver will make ity

wary 00t the ghobul stsge for & couple of
duys (oo wpoand an event). The Asao-
ciation of University Research Parks will
bold its anauval gathering in cor great
<ity, providing » forum for the highest
Jevel of collaboration among universh
ties, industry and government from
around the world. In my opinion, this
collision betwoen inteliectual capital
and our city's Meotity s procksely what
wo ought 1o be harnessing as oor baend
Mentity of toesorrow, but akso of today,

Bernte Breasler 1s chaivman of Dis
covery Parke, a private Canadian
trast tha! finanoes, desions and bl
research parks for the henefit of
Britigh Cobumbia,



